














































DCI: Ecosystems: Interactions, Energy, and Dynamics

3.LS2.D: Social Interactions and
Group Behavior
Being part of a group helps animals obtain food, 
defend themselves, and cope with changes. 
Groups may serve different functions and vary 
dramatically in size. 
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UT.3.2.4 Construct an explanation showing 
how variations in traits and behaviors can 
affect the ability of an individual to survive 
and reproduce. Examples of traits could 
include large thorns protecting a plant from 
being eaten or strong smelling flowers to 
attracting certain pollinators. Examples of 
behaviors could include animals living in 
groups for protection or migrating to find 
more food.
For Clarification Statements and Assessment 
Boundaries, see NGSS. 3-LS2-1

Science and Engineering Practice

Engaging in Argument from 
Evidence
Engaging in argument from evidence in 3–5 
builds on K–2 experiences and progresses to 
critiquing the scientific explanations or solutions 
proposed by peers by citing relevant evidence 
about the natural and designed world(s).
Construct an argument with evidence, data, and/
or a model.   (3LS21) UT.3.2.4
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